
Off Highway Vehicle Protocol 
for Idaho Sheriffs 

 
Rich Gummersall is our contact person with Parks and Recreation regarding OHV.  His info is:  

Off-Highway Vehicle Education Coordinator 

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation 

(208) 514-2414 work 

(208) 334-3741 fax 

(208) 866-7700 cell 

The following information was taken directly from IDAPA 26.01.31.251 

OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE LAW ENFORCEMENT FUND DISTRIBUTION.  
01. Deposits Into and Usage of Fund. One dollar ($1) of every off-highway vehicle registration 

shall be deposited into the off-highway vehicle law enforcement fund. Moneys in this fund shall 

be paid out and used as follows: (3-29-10)  

a. Sheriffs of counties with a current or an actively developing off-highway vehicle law 

enforcement program recognized by the Department shall receive moneys from the fund based 

upon the formula provided in this rule. (3-29-10)  

b. A program shall be recognized as an off-highway vehicle law enforcement program if 

it is sponsored by a county sheriff to promote off-highway vehicle safety, education, and law 

enforcement and is overseen by an advisory committee of three (3) or more individuals to 

include at least one (1) sheriff or deputy sheriff, one (1) motorbike representative, and one (1) 

all-terrain vehicle or utility type vehicle representative. (3-29-10)  

c. The Department shall not withhold recognition of an off-highway vehicle law 

enforcement program unless it is clearly demonstrated that the program has not performed its 

off-highway vehicle enforcement duties within the past calendar year. An annual report of 

accomplishments of the previous calendar year by each participating sheriff shall be delivered to 

the Department by March 1 of each year and shall include: (3-29-10)  

i. The number of citations issued; (3-29-10)  

ii. Assistance calls responded to; (3-29-10)  

iii. Off-highway vehicle contacts made; and (3-29-10) iv. Safety classes held. (3-

29-10)  

d. Money from the off-highway vehicle law enforcement fund shall be used to defray 

costs for enforcement by sheriffs’ offices pertaining to the use of all terrain vehicles, motorbikes, 

specialty off-highway vehicles, and utility type vehicles as defined in section 67-7101, Idaho 

Code. (3-29-10)  

e. Money in the off-highway vehicle law enforcement fund shall be used by the 

Department for the purpose of defraying costs of off highway vehicle related law enforcement 

activities that are conducted by a county sheriff’s office and for no other purpose. Defrayable 

costs shall include: (3-29-10)  

i. Wages (including overtime wages) of county sheriff’s deputies directly engaged 

in off-highway vehicle law enforcement, as described in this Section; (3-29-10)  



ii. Wages for court appearances pertaining to violations of Idaho law pertaining to 

off-highway vehicles, as described in this Section; and (3-29-10)  

iii. Direct costs to the sheriff’s office required to facilitate the enforcement of off-

highway vehicle laws, including vehicle purchase costs, fuel costs, supply costs and 

vehicle maintenance costs. (3-29-10)  

 

02. Annual Notification of Qualifying Offices. Each year no later than April 1, the Department 

shall notify the Idaho Sheriffs’ Association in writing regarding which sheriff’s offices are 

recognized by the Department as qualifying for enforcement funding under Section 67-7126, 

Idaho Code, and the balance of the off-highway vehicle law enforcement fund. It shall be the 

responsibility of each sheriff’s office to provide information regarding its off-highway vehicle 

enforcement program in order for the Department to determine whether it recognizes the 

program. A sheriff’s office shall have fourteen (14) days to request reconsideration of the 

Department’s decision withholding recognition, and the Department shall act upon such request 

within fourteen (14) days. (3-29-10)  

 

03. Formula for Distribution of Funds. The Department shall distribute the funds in the off-

highway vehicle law enforcement fund based on the following formula: (3-29-10)  

a. Total federal acres with reference to the Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) number for 

each eligible county minus large tracts of land not open to off-highway vehicle use. The result is 

the total off-highway vehicle opportunity on federal public land for that county. (3-29-10)  

b. Calculate the percentage of the total off-highway vehicle opportunity on federal public 

land for each eligible county as compared to the entire state. (3-29-10)  

c. Multiply this percentage by point zero six (0.6) to get sixty percent (60%) of the value. 

(3-29-10)  

d. Calculate the percentage of off-highway vehicle registration designations for each 

eligible county as compared to the entire state. (3-29-10) 

e. Multiply this percentage by point zero four (0.4) to get forty percent (40%) of the 

value. (3-29-10)  

f. Add the sixty percent (60%) value from the total off-highway vehicle opportunity on 

federal public land to the forty (40%) value of the off-highway vehicle registrations. This total 

will be the percentage of the off-highway vehicle law enforcement funds for which the individual 

county is eligible. (3-29-10)  

 

04. Distribution of Funds Not Used. For the off-highway vehicle law enforcement funds that 

are not allocated to a county because they do not have an off-highway vehicle enforcement 

program as described by this rule, or for funds from undesignated registrations, the funds return 

to the off-highway vehicle law enforcement fund. Any undistributed money shall be allocated as 

follows: (3-29-10)  

a. Fifty percent (50%) of the unallocated money shall be distributed as per the 

distribution formula previously listed; and (3-29-10)  

b. Fifty percent (50%) of the unallocated money shall be held by the Idaho Sheriff’s 

Association to be used for emphasis areas of off-highway vehicle law enforcement. (3-29-10)  

 

05. Annual Audit. All counties that receive off-highway vehicle law enforcement funding are 

subject to an annual audit of the expenditure of the funds. 


